Oddwalk

FROM PAGE ONE

“One of the missions of
Oddwalk is to help people to
know Who they receive at
Mass and reflect the pres-
ence of Christ when they go
out into the world,” said Mr.
Cerncka. “That’s what a lot
of our music peints to.”

Mr. Johnson is director of
music and liturgy at the Na-
tional Shrine of Our Lady of
the Snows in Belleville, Il1.
He and Mr. Cemeka have

New Cross Generation hymnal includes songs
by Cerneka, Johnson of OddWalk Ministries

By Jay Nies
Jefferson City
A new Catholic hymnal
features 11 original songs
by Oddwalk Ministries, a
youth-oriented musical
duo with strong ties to the
Jefferson City diocese.
Oddwalk members Sh-
annon Cerneka, who is
youth ministry coordina-
tor for St. Peter parish in
Jefferson City, and Orin
Johnson of St. Louis have
headlined numerous
youth ministry events in
this diocese and beyond.
Their work now joins
that of such well-known
contemporary Catholic
composers as Steve
Angrisano, John L. Bell,

Rory Cooney, David Haas

and Marty Haugen in GIA
Publications’ new Cross
Generation hymnal.

_“It’s a broad range of con-
temporary music drawn
from many sources,” said
GIA Executive Producer and
Marketing Director Michael
Cymbala. “It includes some

grent music by Shannon
and Orin and other newer
composers as well, what the
editors deemed to be among
the best of the songs that
have come into popular use
in the recent decade.”
Cross Generation is de-
signed not to stand on its own
but to help parishes supple-

ment the musgic they cur-
rently use for Mass. It con-
tains 300 songs ranging
from contem; to tra-
ditional “with a little bit of
chant and even some
Taizé,” said Mr, Cerneka.
“It definitely leans to-
ward contemporary, but
they went out of their way
to make it so that a 15-
year-old and a 95-year-
old would both feel com-
fortable holding it in their
hands,” he said.
Oddwalk’s songs in
Cross Generation are also
featured on the duo’s lat-
est CD, “Walk Away Dif-
ferent,” which has a heavy
emphasis on Dbeing

been entertaining and evan-
gelizing at youth-oriented
cvents such as the National
Catholic Youth Conference;
diocesan high-school and
junior-high youth

With that purpose in
mind, a committee of distin-
guished pastoral musicians
evaluated each musical sub-
mission, based on variety,

rallies in the
Jefferson City dio-
cese; and currently
at the 2009 Confir-
mation Reflection
Days in Jefferson
City.

In 2006, Mr.
Cerneka sent
samples of their
work to GIA Publi-
cations, not yet
knowing that a
new hymnal was
in the works,

“Within a couple
of weeks — which
is remarkably fast
in this industry —
they got back to
me,” said Mr.
Cerneka. “They liked a lot of
our stuff.

“I wound up having an
extensive conversation with
their editorial manager,” Mr.
Cerncka said. “She told me
a new hymnal was starting
to take shape. They were
looking for new fresh litur-
gical music with a contem-

porary feeling.”

ol OGMIk mnmrln aro included in GIA
Publications’ new supplemental hymnal, Cross
Generation.

singability and appropriate-
ness for Mass.

The result is a supple-
mental hymnal designed to
draw people of all ages into
a deeper understanding of
worship and the Mass,

And because it was devel-
oped by composers focused
on congregational singing
rather than recording art-
ists” focused performing,
Cross Generation will likely
appeal to the people in the
pew, said Mr. Cemeka.

“There’s a lot in this book
that’s fresh and singable but
also really has a beat,” he
said.

Mr. Cymbala noted that
the new hymnal is also de-
signed to help people learn
about God, the Church, the
Mass and music.

“Musically, it includes ex-
amples of Gregorian chant
and things in Latin and early
American things, so you can
experience, study and cel-
ebrate the musical t,” he
said. “There are small
articles and explanations
that cover a wide range of
topics about the Church —
everything from Holydays of
obligation to explanations of
the Mass, the Gathering Rite,
the Liturgy of the Word and

the Liturgy of the Eucharist.”

GIA Publications has been
sending Mr. Cerneka and Mr,
Johnson to conferences and
conventions for people in-
volved in music
ministry and youth
ministry.

Their job is to
generate interest
by performing and
leading their own
songs as well as
pieces by other
composers in the
hymnal.

“From what we
can tell, the music
is being received
very well,” said Mr.
Cerncka, adding
that audiences
have taken a par-
ticular liking to a
song by Chl'll d.‘
Silva.

“I believe the
marks of good music are
that it is liturgically appro-
priate and Scripturally,
theologically sound, and
that the congregation can
pick it up and sing it — or
at least the chorus,” said Mr.
Cerneka. “With the music
we've been featuring from
this hymnal, that is defi-
nitely the case.”

He said opinions about
new liturgical music tend to
move by word of mouth.
Eventually, parish music di-
rectors and youth ministry
coordinators will get copies of
Cross Generation and try out
some of the songs, he said.

The people in the pews
will decide whether it's a
SUCCeSS.

Mr. Cymbala, who has
been working for GIA for 22
years, said it will be inter-
esting to see which of the
new Catholic compositions
in Cross Generation become
revered classics for genera-
tions yet to be born.

“I believe some of them
definitely will,” he said. “But
only time will tell.”
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